
Think a church for every Sunday is 
enough? There were four more in 
Magdalen Street, among them All 
Saints Fybriggate, St Botolph’s and St 
Mary’s Unbrent. The latter’s name 
suggests it might have survived the 
burning and sacking of the city in 1004 
by Sweyn Forkbeard and company, or 
the fires later that century. The aptly 
named St Margaret’s Combust clearly 
wasn’t so fortunate.

The secrets of this wooden chapel, 
built around 1100, were uncovered by 
a huge archaeological dig in 1987. Of 
the thousand or so skeletons recovered, 
almost half were articulated, meaning 
not just scattered bones. 

These were studied, with interesting 
results. Many were executed. Trauma 
and head injuries make us wonder 
whether some had been wounded in 
battle. The range of diseases found was 
prodigious: as well as leprosy, syphilis 
and tuberculosis, there were deficiency 
diseases such as scurvy and rickets, 
with some spina bifida, osteoarthritis, 
spondylolysis and other disabilities. 

This could indicate a poor, but socially 
sophisticated parish: a community of 
families who looked after the old  
and infirm.

Magdalen Street, or 
Fybriggate as it was called 
before 1550, has four ‘lost’ 
churches and churchyards. 
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CINEMA
By 1946, the Palace’s ornate Renaissance-style exterior 
is deemed old fashioned - it is given a modern frontage 
and renamed the Mayfair. Here’s what Kathleen Harper, 
98, Vera Cary, 92, now residents of Doughty’s Hospital, 
have to say about it:

“It was a flea pit, the Mayfair. They used to pump 
out a disinfectant thing, it was horrible. There was 
all sorts of funny people that would go there. I can 
remember going for thruppence, but you had to be 
very careful. We used to sit up the back with the 
cleaner people.”

Perhaps unsurprisingly, cinema audiences decline 
through the 1950s, and the Mayfair is demolished and 
replaced by a bowling alley. It is then converted to 
studios for Anglia Television and is now EPIC studios.

The Odeon Cinema, Botolph Street, with its impressive 
glazed tile frontage, opens in 1938. A huge auditorium 
with seating for over two thousand people, it offers 
comfort, glamour and an escape from everyday life. The 
last film shown in 1971 before this classic Art Deco jewel 
is swept away is, appropriately enough, the western  
A Town Called Bastard.

Anglia Square’s own state-of-the-art Odeon opens to 
great excitement in July 1971, the most expensive cinema 
outside London. Boasting over a thousand seats, its 
brutalist angles are so cutting edge it wins the Quigley 
Award for cinema design. Saturday mornings are not 
complete without a trip to this biggest of big screens. 
Unfortunately, when the square goes downhill, so does 
the Odeon, and conversion to three screens in 1991 does 
not prevent Rank closing it down in the year 2000.

A year later its fortunes are revived. Now part of the 
local Hollywood chain, it famously hosts the 2013 world 
premiere of the Alan Partridge film Alpha Papa, with 
comedian Steve Coogan appearing in character before 
hundreds of fans at the red carpet event in Anglia Square.

The move follows a Twitter campaign dubbed Anglia 
Square Not Leicester Square with Coogan telling fans: 
“This film is my love letter to Norwich.”

The cinema closes its doors for good on 9th  
February 2019.

The Cinema Palace, Magdalen Street opens in 1912 showing silent films. 
In the 30s these give way to talking pictures. 
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Left to right: The Odeon ghost image, The Mayfair ghost image, The new Odeon,  A Town Called Bastard  film poster.



Poster campaign for Anglia Square Not Leicester Square 
© Creative Giant

Ladies brown suede Oxford shoe,  
by Norvic of Colegate, once the largest shoe factory in Europe

courtesy Museum of Norwich at the Bridewell

Cobblers & 
Cordwainers
Cobbling together old pieces of leather to patch 
up a boot. Crafting a shoe from fine goat-
skin, known as cordovan or cordwain, from 
Cordoba in Spain. Norwich Over The Water 
has a long association with footwear.
The associated skills have resonant names – from 
clicking (cutting) the upper from the leather, and 
closing, where the upper is joined and sewn together; 
to lasting, where the footwear is built up on a last, 
and finishing.

After the decline of the textile industry in the first 
half of the nineteenth century, the boot and shoe 
trade revived Norwich’s fortunes. Beginning as a 
cottage industry, by the end of the century most 
production took place in city factories.  

The Phoenix Shoe Works on Magdalen Street 
specialised in children’s footwear, including the 
brand “Cinema”. The works were destroyed by 
bombs in 1942, rebuilt in ’47, closed in ’62, and 
demolished in ‘64 to make way for Anglia Square. 

The boot and shoe trade lives on. The inner ring road 
- St Crispin’s Road, is named after the patron saint 
of shoemakers. St Crispin’s Hall – where Surrey 
Chapel is now - was once the headquarters of the 
National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives. On 
the other side of the road you will see an office block 
- St Crispin’s House.
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